
 
 

 

          Vianen, April 1, 2017 

The history of Combulex Tubes 

Combulex Tubes was founded in 1967 by Van Leeuwen Pipe and Tube in Zwijndrecht and Excelsior-

de Maas in Oosterhout, Netherlands. The name for the new company resulted from a creative 

brainstorm by Piet van Leeuwen and Gerard Verhoeven and means: Combination Tubes (in Dutch 

Buizen) Van Leeuwen Excelsior. With Combulex, the two Dutch pipe producers created their own 

specialized distribution channel for 2nd choice surplus tube material, which was unique in Europe at 

that time. 

Right after the foundation, plans were made for building a warehouse and an office in Vianen. In 

1968, the company owned an area of 17,000 m² with a warehouse of 5,000 m². The activities of 

Combulex focused on buying, sorting out and selling 2nd choice tube material coming from the two 

tube producers that owned the company. However, the company soon started sourcing 2nd choice 

material from other European mills. 

The products found their way to a variety of customers in the Netherlands other European countries, 

such as producers of fences, pig stables, furniture, stud poles, greenhouses and other steel 

constructions. The volume grew steadily as did the company, which expanded to an area of 31,000m² 

with warehouses of 10,000m² and with efficient cutting and machining facilities.  

In the last 2 decades, Combulex successfully entered the market for horizontal and vertical 

foundation techniques. With the production of swaged tubes, cut to length and provided with foot 

plates if desired, Combulex met the requirements of the growing service market for contractors in 

civil engineering and construction. Since 1994, numerous truckloads of swaged tubes have daily 

found their way to construction and renovation projects in The Netherlands and Belgium. Combulex 

really contributed to the creation of a solid foundation for these countries! 

 As of 2014, Combulex is 100% owned by the Van Leeuwen Pipe and Tube Group and has parted from 

(meanwhile) Tata Tubes as the second initial shareholder. Within the Van Leeuwen Group, 

relationships with suppliers have been further strengthened and  practical synergy has been realized 

with Dutch sister companies. In 2017, Combulex has more than 30 employees and has developed 

itself into the healthy and sound company as it is today:  an important supplier of tube-foundation 

solutions in the civil engineering and construction market and a versatile tube distributor proud of its 

50 years of history!  
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